

Quick-start Guide
Fullerton Composite Squadron 56
Congratulations on your decision to enter the world of CAP Emergency Services (ES). Your first step is to earn you General Emergency Services (GES) ES rating! GES is required before you can start training in any other ES specialty rating (i.e., as an aircrew member, mission base staff, or as a ground team or urban direction finding team member) that will allow you to participate in CAP’s ES missions. GES is available to all Senior Members and to Cadets who have completed their Curry Achievement. Even if your CAP interests are not in emergency services, a GES rating (and the knowledge that goes with it) will help you better understand one of the three missions of CAP. 

This quick-start guide will help you locate the GES study materials and the online tests that you will need to pass to earn your GES rating. The online testing for GES is available in two parts, one test for GES, and one test for the Incident Command System (ICS). Some people find it easier to take each test separately, so this quick-start guide addresses them separately. You must pass both tests to receive your GES rating. 

Print out this quick-start guide, take a deep breath, relax, and let's begin.

GET THE CAWG GES HOME-STUDY COURSE AND REVIEW THE GES TRAINING 
Go to the CAWG web page (www.cawg.cap.gov) and click on Operations. Click on the CAP Emergency Services logo (the “doggy patch”). Under the General Emergency Services heading click on CAWG ES Home Study Course. Print the 10-page (adobe PDF) GES Home Study Course. If you do not already have the free Adobe Acrobat PDF reader, it is available for download at http://www.adobe.com. 

The CAWG ES Home Study course does not contain all the answers for the on-line test. A few questions will require you to refer to various CAP ES regulations for the answers. The specific ES regulations are listed in the test and are available on CAP’s national web page. The CAWG web page has a link to them in the links section. In addition to being a good refresher for the full-length GES class, the CAWG GES Home Study course contains additional information that will help you in your CAP ES career. 
Before you take the GES test, take a few minutes to review the GES training. Go to the CAWG web page (www.cawg.cap.gov) and go to Operations. Click on the Emergency Services logo (the “doggy patch”). Under the Online Testing heading, click on CAP National Online Testing, and then click on Emergency Services Online Examinations. There is a link to the GES training presentation. Slides 1 - 26 cover GES. Spend a few minutes now and review them. 

TAKE THE GES TEST ONLINE
When you are ready to take the GES test online, go to the CAWG web page (www.cawg.cap.gov) and go to Operations. Click on the Emergency Services logo (the “doggy patch”). Under the Online Testing heading, click on CAP National Online Testing, and then click on Emergency Services Online Examinations. Select the CAPT 116 Part 1 - General Emergency Services - (Jun 2004) - 25 questions test. Enter your CAPID and click Next. Read the user agreement, click I Agree, and begin the test. When you are done, click OK, Grade the Test. 

After you finish the test, you will receive your score and a have a chance to print your certificate of completion. Print the certificate. The certificate goes in your ES file at the squadron. Keep a copy for your records too.

That wasn't so bad, was it? Are you ready for more?

REVIEW THE FUNDAMENTALS OF ICS
There is no CAP ICS home-study course. You can review the ICS portion of the classroom GES training online at any time. Go to the CAWG web page (www.cawg.cap.gov) and go to Operations. Click on the Emergency Services logo (the “doggy patch”). Under the Online Testing heading, click on CAP National Online Testing, and then click on Emergency Services Online Examinations. There is a link to the GES training presentation. Slides 27 - 43 cover ICS. Spend a few minutes now and review them. 

Do not worry that this explanation of ICS uses fire service terminology. ICS was developed in California by the fire services after a series of devastating wildfires in California during the late ‘70s and early ‘80s to ensure different emergency response agencies could work together effectively during large incidents. ICS is applicable to any type of emergency operation and is now the standard for managing all emergency operations in the United States. Because CAP is required to use ICS to manage our ES operations, it is important that everyone involved in CAP ES have a basic understanding of ICS. The basic concepts of ICS are not difficult to understand. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has several free independent study courses that will teach you more than you ever wanted to know about ICS if your are interested.
TAKE THE ICS TEST ONLINE


When you are ready to take the ICS test, go to the CAWG web page (www.cawg.cap.gov) and go to Operations. Click on the Emergency Services logo (the “doggy patch”). Under the Online Testing heading, click on CAP National Online Testing, and then click on Emergency Services Online Examinations. Select the CAPT 116 Part 2 - ICS 100 level - (Jun 2004) - 25 questions test. Enter your CAPID, click Next, read the user agreement, and click I Agree as you did for the GES test. When you are finished, click OK, Grade the Test, and print your certificate of completion. This certificate also goes in your ES file at the squadron. Keep a copy for your records. 

GET YOUR ES 101 CARD
Congratulations! That wasn't so bad, was it? Advise your squadron Emergency Services Officer when you pass both tests. Your squadron Emergency Services Officer will issue your 101 card showing that you have a GES rating. Even though your ES credentials can be verified online, a current 101 card and your CAP membership card must be in your possession at all times while participating in any CAP ES activity (actual or training). There is space on the 101 card for an optional photograph. Ask your squadron Emergency Services Officer about including a photograph. The photograph can be uploaded online and will print when the 101 card is printed. A photograph is highly recommended. 

Now that you have your GES rating, you can begin training for more advanced ES specialties that may interest you. You can choose from many different ES ratings. Civil Air Patrol Emergency Services are not just one of our three missions; they are an exciting and very rewarding part of your Civil Air Patrol experience. Good luck, and welcome to the world of CAP Emergency Services!
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                For further information, contact your

Capt. Chris R. Storey
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