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ADVANTAGESAND DISADVANTAGESOF LECTURE METHOD

Handout 1

Advantages. Because of its advantages, a mgority of ingdructors use the lecture method at least
part of thetime.

The lecture is one of the most efficient teaching methods for presenting many &cts or
idess in a redively short time. Materid that has been logicdly organized can be presented
concisdly in rapid sequence.

The lecture is paticulaly suitable for introducing a subject. To ensure tha dl
students have the necessary background to learn a subject, we can present basic information in a
lecture. By usng the lecture in this manner, we can offer students with varied backgrounds a
common understand. A brief introductory lecture can give direction and purpose to a
demongtration or prepare students for a discussion.

The lecture is a convenient method for ingructing large groups.  If necessary, we can
use a public address system to ensure that dl students can hear us. The lecture is sometimes the
only efficient method to use if sudent-to-faculty retio is high.

The lecture is often ussful to supplement materid from other sources or for
information difficult to obtain in other ways. If sudents do not have time for research or if they
do not have access to reference materid, the lecture can fill the bill. In subject areas where
information is available in widdy scattered places (textbooks, journds, tgpes), the lecture dlows
the indructor to summarize and emphasize pertinent materid. Reports, current research, and
informetion, which change frequently, may not be eedly avalable in written form, and the
lecture can give students the most up-to-date informetion.

The lecture dlows a large number of students to receive information from red experts
in a subject. In generd, a person who can speak from actuad experience or a scholar who has
caefully andyzed the results of research will have great credibility with sudents. The lecture is
often the most effective way of communicating the energy and enthusasm of a person who has
actud experience in afidd, thus motivating students.

Disadvantages. Although the lecture method can be an effective and efficient teaching method,
it has a number of disadvantages.

The lecture does not lead to maximum achievement in certain types of leaning.
Speech ills, cooperative group thinking, and motor skills, for example, are difficult to teach
with the lecture method. Students can develop such skills well only through practice.  Moreover,
the formd lecture done is genedly not appropriate for presenting materid above the
comprenension leve of the cognitive domain. Because it dlows for little or no student verba
paticipation, the formd lecture may dso be inefficient for comprehensontleve lessons in which
concepts and principles are devel oped.
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The lecture does not provide teachers with an opportunity to estimate student progress
before an examinaiion. Within a sngle lecture period, we may unwittingly present more
information than our students can absorb, and we have little accurate means during the lecture of
determining what they have learned.

Too often, the lecture makes no provison for participation by the students. As a
result, many sudents willingly dlow the ingructor to do dl the work. Leaning is an active
process, but the lecture method tends to foster passiveness and dependence on the instructor.

Ingtructors may have to spend much time preparing for the lectures  With the
demondtration-performance method of indruction, students participate actively.  With the case
sudy and guided discusson methods, students participate verbdly. The teaching interview
relies heavily on the knowledge of an expet and provides for sudent involvement through a
question-and-answer period. But, with lecture, a greater burden for the total lesson rests on the
ingructor.

Findly, many indructors find it difficult to hold the atention of ther udents when
they lecture for an entire class period. To use the lecture method effectively, we obvioudy need
consderable skill in spesking.

The fird two disadvantages of the lecture, difficulty in achieving certan types of
learning and ineffectiveness of assessng student learning are inherent to the method.  The third,
dudent passvity, while characterigic of the method can be dleviated with an effective informa
lecture.  The find two disadvantages, time of preparation and speech skills necessary for an
effective lecture, provide the focus for this course.

Extracted from The Air Force Instructor's Guidebook
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