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For immediate release

[DATE], 2004
Local student [competes, places, wins, shines] in 
CAP National Cadet Competition

MAXWELL AFB, Ala. — [NAME] of [HOMETOWN] was one of 168 top cadets participating in the recent Civil Air Patrol National Cadet Competition in Dayton, Ohio.

[LAST NAME – NO RANK!], a CAP cadet [RANK] in the [NAME OF SQUADRON] in [LOCATION OF SQUADRON] won the [HERE, IF APPLICABLE, GIVE NAME OF INDIVIDUAL AWARD AND WHAT THE AWARD IS FOR]. [NAME] was also on a team of top cadets from the [WING] Wing, representing the [REGION NAME]. [NAME]’s team won [GIVE RANKING OR RESULTS HERE].

[NAME] and [HIS/HER] team advanced to the national competition after winning at local, state and regional levels. [HERE INCLUDE A QUOTE FROM YOURSELF SAYING WHAT IT MEANT TO YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN NCC AND, IF APPICABLE, TO WIN YOUR AWARDS.]

Civil Air Patrol has held the National Cadet Competition annually since 1948. This year’s events, which included academic, precision drill and physical fitness competitions, were held in Dayton at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Wright State University and the Air Force Museum. 
Almost 27,000 young men and women, ages 12 to 21, participate in CAP’s cadet programs throughout the nation. “If you want to see a group of young people who truly have ‘the right stuff,’ watch the cadets at National Cadet Competition,” said Maj. Gen. Richard Bowling, CAP national commander. “These cadets and their families dedicate an enormous amount of time and resources to Civil Air Patrol. That kind of volunteerism represents the best of what this country is all about. It’s heartening to know that our next generation of adults will include CAP cadets who took time during their teen years to develop the leadership and team-building skills that will serve our nation in the future.”

[NAME], a [GRADE] student at [SCHOOL], has been a CAP cadet since [YEAR]. Currently [HE/SHE] serves his unit as [CURRENT DUTY IN LAY TERMS]. [HE/SHE] has also [LIST PREVIOUS CAP ACTIVITIES AND/OR DUTIES].

[NAME], the [SON/DAUGHTER] of [LIST PARENTS] also [LIST SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES].
The CAP cadet program is especially appealing to young men and women interested in aviation or military careers. Its leadership programs and emphasis on a drug-free lifestyle are valuable for students of all interests, however, and produce high-achievers who go on to make contributions in a variety of career fields. [NAME] plans to pursue a career in [DESCRIBE CAREER PLANS].
CAP is the civilian auxiliary of the Air Force, which allows young people with experience as CAP cadets to enter the Air Force at a higher rank. CAP cadets are also eligible to receive more than $300,000 each year in academic and training scholarships, including scholarships to the U.S. Air Force Academy Preparatory School and several flight training schools. 

CAP is a nonprofit organization with almost 62,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 95% of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members take a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the almost 27,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 60 years. 
On the Web: http://www.cap.gov. Click on Cadet Program. 
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EDITORS, FOR PHOTOS, PLEASE NOTE:

To support this press release, professional-quality photos are available from this year’s National Cadet Competition. To obtain photos in digital format, please contact the CAP National Headquarters Public Relations Specialist, Melanie LeMay, at mlemay@cap.gov or 334-953-5320. 
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